Summer Series: 
Abraham in the New Testament: 
The Father of intimacy with God
July 22nd, 2026

Topical study on Abraham in the New Testament. Four parts to delve into how the character, life and witness of Abraham is integral to the Christian walk and how Abraham is referenced continually in the New Testament as the Church’s example of character. Our topics will delve into these four lessons. 

· The Father of Blessing

· The Father of Intimacy with God

· The Father of Sojourners 

· The Father of Faith

"And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” Matthew 22:31-32
One of the names God has revealed about Himself is that He is the God of the living. He is Emmanuel, God with Us. Last week we read our God does not give aid to angels but helps the children of Abraham. Abraham received the gracious blessing of God and became the forefather of the blessing to those whose faith has made them righteous in Christ. 

Father of Intimacy with God
Abraham had a very unique and close relationship with God. We read this in the story of Genesis. He talked and ate with God. He had dreams and visions with Him. Abraham encountered amazing signs and miracles by the hand of God. He spoke with God as a friend, but also as a fearful intercessor. Abraham knew God as a Father and served Him as his Master. 
Genesis 12:1-4 	
Genesis 13:12-14 	
Genesis 15:1-6
Genesis 17:1
Genesis 18:1-3, 8-15, 16-19
We see the Lord is known in form and appearance and voice by Abraham. He has real relationship with God. As the father of the family of God, Abraham is the standard example of the spiritual children of God who seek real, tangible relationship with the Father. 
We know Jesus acknowledged His relationship with Abraham when He spoke about him. 
"Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” John 8:56-58
Jesus witnesses that He, Himself spoke or was seen with Abraham. And Abraham saw the coming day of the Lord and rejoiced in it!
In an act of intimacy to seal the covenant of faith between God and Abraham. God asked Abraham to become circumcised. He and his male offspring for all generations as a witness and covenant scar between the Lord and him. 

Circumcision – The Sign of the Covenant
" When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” Genesis 17:1-14

Circumcision is an act in a very intimate, private place. Yet it was a prophetic act similar to baptism for Abraham. The physical, intimate act of circumcision to the Lord sealed what was already true in Abraham's heart, and this sealed his covenant vow to God.  
The act of circumcision is done in a private, intimate place of the body, only God and you and your spouse would know if you are circumcised. This represents what was already in Abraham's heart spiritually, he was open, laid bare, and vulnerable before God. Seeking God to help him, aid him and give him and his wife a future. This is why in the New Testament circumcision of your spiritual heart is a requirement. The physical act didn't save Abraham, his heart was already cut open, his physical circumcision was the seal of the covenant already in his heart with God. 
This is a representation of what intimacy with God look likes. And the obedience to do it faithfully shows how a man in love with God acts. Deliberately and decisively when God tells him what to do. 

New Testament – You must be Circumcised, in the Heart.
This intimate act by Abraham is recognized and understood for its spiritual significance in the New Testament.
"You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you."  Acts 7:51
Romans 4:9-12
Romans 2:25-29
Colossians 2:10-12
1 Corinthians 7:18-20
"and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,” Colossians 3:10-12

